Elder Abuse and Dementia

Elder abuse - it's often called the “hidden crime” because it can be inflicted in very

subtle ways and can be concealed in the nursin

g home where its victims are

vulnerable and unable or afraid to report it.
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According to the report, “Seniors living in institutions are particularly vulnerable
to abuse due to lack of institutional resources and difficulties faced by healt

care workers.”(Source: Statistics Canada; No. 85-224)
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m On the following page, many of
the risk factors mentioned are present
in residents with a dementia; thus,
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A recent study sponsored by the
Alberta Heritage Foundation for
hMedical Research looked at the pat-
tern of prescribing tranquilizers to
residents in 24 Alberta nursing
homes. The ratio for prescribing these
drugs was found to be much higher
in Canada than in the United States

* Total number of seniors aged 287,000
65+ living in institutions

* Senior women in institutions 9.2 percent

e Senior men in institutions 4.9 percent
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